Kitaab at-Tawheed Chapter No.: 25

SR A 3 L g
T

What has come regarding fortune-
tellers (soothsayers) and their likes.

Overview of Chapter

Chapter 26 What has come regarding fortune-tellers
(soothsayers) and their likes.

rom the affairs that come under the broad
F umbrella of magic is “fortune-telling” and this is
because this also involves the use of the Jinn. The
fortune-tellers claim to have knowledge of the unseen
and they seek the assistance of the Jinnin acguiring
information. Claiming knowledge of the unseen is major
shirk, just as seeking the assistance of the Jinnis also
major shirk, whether to acquire knowledge of the
unseen, or to harm others through them.

As such, “fortune-telling” clashes with Tawhid and it
used to be widespread among the Arabs in Jahiliyyah.
People would flock to fortune-tellers and soothsayers
for needs, solutions and cures, and they would be
embezzled of their wealth.
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In the view of scholars, a kahin refers to a soothsayer, a
prognosticator, meaning one who informs about the
future. And “arraf refers to one who informs about the
past or about lost items. However, these terms are
interchangeable. Ibn Taymiyyah explains that “arrafis a
general word that includes everyone who informs about
the past or present using various means whether
through astrology, or drawing lines,or various other
mechanisms. Likewise, the one who informs about lost
items, he is also called a kahin and an “arraf.

The ruling on these people, or the overwhelming
majority of them, is that they are mushriks, disbelievers
because their action involves major shirk. They cannot
attain such knowledge except through worship of the
Jinn.

Connecting with the soothayers, fortune-tellers and
prognosticators and asking them is unlawful (haram).
The one who asks them without believing in what they
say, his prayer is not accepted for forty days. The one
who asks them and believes in what they say, he has
fallen into disbelief, because this is believing them in
their claim of knowledge of the unseen. Then there is
the one who goes to them to ask them in order to
expose them and make their affair known to the
people, to show that what they are engaged is
fraudulent, a swindle. This is engaged in by those who
are capable and is from the affairs of goodness, as it
diminishes and puts an end to evil.

This is why the author [l .=)) placed these chapters
together.

Figure 1 Screenshot from https://abuiyaad.com/a/kitab-tawhid
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Start of the main text

Ahadeeth No. 1
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It has been reported by Imam Muslim in his

Saheeh from some of the wives of the Prophet
(salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) that he said:
“Whoever comes to a fortune-teller and asks
him regarding an affair and then believes in
what he says, his prayer will not be accepted

for forty days.”

Ahadeeth No. 2 — Abu Hurairah
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Abu Hurairah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) also narrated
that the Prophet (salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said:
“Whoever comes to a fortune-teller and believes
in that which he says then he has disbelieved in
that which was revealed to Muhammad (salallahu

‘alaihi wasallam).”

Ahadeeth No. 3 — Abu Hurairah
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It has also been reported by the four (books of
Sunan) and by al-Hakim (who said that it is
authentic upon the conditions of Bukhari and
Muslim) from Abu Hurairah (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
that Allah’s Messenger (salallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) said: “Whoever comes to a soothsayer
or fortune teller and believes him, then he has
disbelieved in that which was revealed to

Muhammad (salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).”
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Abu Ya’la also narrates in his Musnad with a
good chain of narration from ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas’oud, that which is like the above, however,
this narration is mawqoof (the saying of a
Companion).

Ahadeeth No. 4 — ‘Imran bin Hussayn
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It is also reported from ‘Imran bin Hussayn
marfoo’an, i.e., it is considered as a saying of the

Prophet (salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), where he
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said: “He is not from us who seeks omens or has
omens interpreted for him, or the one who
practices fortune-telling or has his fortune told, or
the one who practices magic or the one for whom
magic is done. And whoever approaches a
fortune-teller and believes in that which he has
said, then he has disbelieved in that which was
revealed upon Muhammad (salallahu ‘alaihi

wasallam).”

Imam at-Tabarani also reported the above from
the Hadeeth of ibn Abbas, in al-Awsat with a
good chain of narration but without the saying,

“Whoever goes to a fortune-teller...”

Quote No. 1 — Imam al-Baghawi
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Imam al-Baghawi said in Sharh as-Sunnah
(12/182), “The ‘Arraf is the one who claims
knowledge of the affairs by using preceding or
impending signs and using them to point out the
locations of stolen items. It is said that this
person is a kahin (soothsayer/fortune teller), and
he is the one who informs regarding the hidden
affairs that will occur in the future. It is also said
that the kahin is the one who informs regarding

that which is in the hearts.”

Quote No. 2 — Abul ‘Abbas ibn Taymiyyah
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Abul ‘Abbas ibn Taymiyyah said in Majmoo’ al
Fatawa (35/173), “The ‘Arraf is another term

used for the kahin (soothsayer/fortune teller), and
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for the munajjim (astrologer), the rammal
(diviner) and others like them who claim

knowledge of the unseen using these means.”

Quote No. 3 — Ibn ‘Abbas
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Ibn ‘Abbas said regarding those who write down
the Aba Jad and those who look into the stars: “I
do not believe that those who do this will have
any share of reward with Allah.”

(Note: Sheikh al-Fawzan mentions in his
explanation of Kitab at-Tawhid that Aba Jad are
the individual alphabetical letters that are
separated out and used for the purpose of

divining.)
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Important Points - 7

DeenSahih Study Sessions Page | 9



